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On March 30, 2016, Taiwan President Ma
gave a speech at the American Chamber of
Commerce in Taipei (AmCham) Hsie Nian Fan
celebration. In his speech, President Ma point-
ed out that, in the U.S.-based Global Finance
magazine’s ratings of the world’s richest coun-
tries from November of last year, Taiwan
ranked 19th out of 185 countries worldwide.
That put Taiwan right behind Germany, and
far ahead of countries like France, Great Brit-
ain, Japan, and South Korea. And in the 2015
global competitiveness ratings published by
the Institute of Management Development
(IMD), based in Lausanne, Switzerland, Tai-
wan ranked 11th in the world, and third in the
Asia-Pacific Region. Taiwan has created a
thriving and innovative economy that most
countries envy.

The growth of Taiwan is a living, breathing
example that trade benefits humanity—and not
just economically. President Ma highlighted
the East China Sea Peace Initiative, which
aimed to address sovereignty disputes in the
region in 2012. Subsequently, in 2013, Taiwan
signed a fisheries agreement with Japan. Both
nations maintained their sovereignty while en-
hancing fishing rights, which resulted in a tri-
ple yield of catches. And that's good for a
world in which the demand for fish keeps ris-
ing.

Mr. Speaker, | look forward to a continuing
successful cooperation between the United
States and Taiwan. | am also confident that if
we continue to enhance our economic rela-
tionship, this dynamic partnership that we've
built together will not only last but also thrive
in the future, working alongside one another
to, as President Ma quipped, realize the day
in which “The only one party which is not
happy is the fish.”

——————

HONORING MEMBERS OF THE WIN-
TERS MIDDLE SCHOOL BAND
AND CHOIR

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 14, 2016

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, we rise to
recognize and honor the members of the Win-
ters Middle School Band and Choir for their
contribution to the designation ceremony of
the Berryessa Snow Mountain Monument by
President Barack Obama on July 10, 2015.

This outstanding accomplishment was made
possible by the tireless work of countless ad-
vocates. Their commitment to engaging
friends, colleagues, local residents, busi-
nesses, stakeholders across the country, and
policymakers in a coordinated effort to achieve
permanent protection was critical to the estab-
lishment of the Monument.

Now, the Berryessa Snow Mountain Monu-
ment may be counted among the hundreds of
pristine parks across the country that rep-
resent America’s most treasured public re-
sources. The region’s unique geological for-
mations will play host for the world’s scientists
for years to come. Centuries-old archeological
sites will draw curious historians and research-
ers as they piece together the stories of gen-
erations past. And avid bikers, hikers, camp-
ers, horsemen and women and sportsmen and
women will be able to enjoy this landmark that
is now forever open and accessible to outdoor
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enthusiasts from Northern California and be-
yond.

The Berryessa Snow Mountain Monument
serves as proof of the value of the Antiquities
Act and the power of the Executive to protect
these lands in the face of inaction by Con-
gress. After extensive input from interested
parties and substantial evidence of this re-
gion’s value, the Obama Administration hon-
ored the support of stakeholders, and the
gravity of conservation.

The legacy of public lands is one of the
most important we can leave for future gen-
erations. The Berryessa Snow Mountain
Monument is a critical piece of a preservation
system that stretches from the Hawaiian Is-
lands to the Maine Coast. We'd like to recog-
nize the students of the Winters Middle School
Band and—Jose Montes, Silverio Magallones,
David Rivas, Katie Johnson, Melina Mora,
Jasmine Moore, Kamila Mora, Melesio Perez,
Arthur Cueva, Rylie Schroeder, Easton Rivera,
Paige Davis, Karina Echeverria, Joseph
Aguiar, Emmett Edman, Braydon Winslow,
Erika Contreas, Josef Iten, Victoria Banuelos,
Fatima Guzman, Jacqueline Mendoza,
Veronica Soria, Jason Lichwa, Alejandra,
Junez, Emily Aguiar, Maximiliano Reyes
Barajas, Haley Compton, David Morris, Elle
Palmer, Garrett Matheson, Kevin Garcia,
Christian Sponsler, Alan Chavez, Molly Moore,
Donovan Melendez, Lauren Gomez, Katie Me-
dina, Mallory Layne, Ethan Berg, Emily Hoag,
Valeria Ceja, Trinity Sponsler, Juan Blanoc,
Ulises De La Cruz, Rose Kakutani, Stephanie
Angel Lopez, Alex Herrera, Celeste Garcia,
Victor Meledez, Lorenzo Arce, Jose Figueroa,
Marcos del Toro, Lillian Wirth, Katie Pelletier,
Kaylee Smith, Sierra Berry and Haley
Archibeque—for their role in the Winters Mid-
dle School Band and Choir and their out-
standing performance at the designation cere-
mony.

ROBERT GEHLER

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 14, 2016

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Commerce
City Attorney Robert Gehler for his decades of
service to the City of Commerce City, Colo-
rado. For over forty years Mr. Gehler has
been active within the City, including helping
to draft the city charter.

Originally from South Dakota, Mr. Gehler
came to Colorado as a member of the Judge
Advocate General (JAG) Corps at Rocky
Mountain Arsenal in 1964. In 1965, ready to
leave the Army, Mr. Gehler passed the Colo-
rado Bar and joined the firm of Berger and
Rothstein, whose office was just outside the
west gate of the arsenal. He served as Assist-
ant County Attorney for Adams County from
1965 to 1968. In January of 1968, he was
sworn in as City Attorney at the request of
then-Mayor Eli Koff. In 1970, residents voted
overwhelmingly to become a home rule city,
instead of a statutory city, and the process of
adopting a city charter began. The charter,
which guides how local government functions,
was approved on its first vote but has only
been amended five times since its adoption—
one of the City’s most memorable legal
achievements.

April 14, 2016

| extend my deepest thanks to Robert
Gehler for his service to the community.
Thank you for your continuous dedication to
serving the constituents of Commerce City,
Colorado.

——————

HONORING MASTER OF ARMS 1ST
CLASS CARL S. RANDOLPH ON
HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE
NAVY

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 14, 2016

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor a constituent of mine, Master
of Arms 1st Class Carl S. Randolph. He will
be retiring from the Navy on May 1, 2016 after
22 years of dedicated service to our nation.

On July 10, 1995 Mr. Randolph joined the
U.S. Navy and reported to Recruit Training
Command in Great Lakes, lllinois. After grad-
uating from recruit training he attended Ships
Serviceman Class A School where upon grad-
uation, MA1 Randolph was assigned to the
USS Russell DDG 59 in Pearl Harbor, HI. In
1996 and 1998, Randolph was deployed to
the Northern Arabian Gulf in support of Oper-
ation Northern Watch. During his time as-
signed to the USS Russell, Petty Office Ran-
dolph received numerous awards which in-
cluded: a Maritime Unit Commendation, a
Navy Unit Commendation, and a Meritorious
Service Medal.

On March 20, 2000, MA1 Randolph re-
ported to NTTC Pensacola, FL for Aviation
Machinist Mate Class A School. After gradua-
tion, MA1 Randolph received orders and was
then assigned to VF—211 at NAS Oceana in
Virginia Beach, VA. MA1 Randolph was as-
signed to the USS Stennis CVN 76 and was
deployed to the Northern Arabian Gulf in sup-
port of Operation Northern Watch. In August
10, 2001, MA1 Randolph was honorably dis-
charged from active service duty to attend col-
lege. On December 18, 2004, MA1 Randolph
graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree,
in Criminal Justice and a minor concentration
in Sociology, from Southern lllinois University
Edwardsville. MA1 Randolph began his em-
ployment as a Federal Police Officer for the
Department of Veterans Affairs in St. Louis,
Missouri, after graduation from college.

MA1 Randolph was voluntarily mobilized to
Bagram Afghanistan for a Detainee Operation
mission in support of Operation Enduring
Freedom on October 15, 2007. During this de-
ployment, MA1 Randolph earned his Aviation
Warfare Specialist Pin from VAQ 134. MA1
Randolph had numerous responsibilities dur-
ing his deployment including: cell guard, es-
cort guard, segregation cell guard, and main
floor NCO.

MA1 Randolph  was  assigned to
COMNAVFORKOREA Det D on February 7,
2012. Then on November 6, 2014, MA1 Ran-
dolph was assigned to NSWDG in Virginia
Beach, VA. From there he was deployed to
support AFRICOM and returned back to
COMNAVFORKOREA Det D in November of
2015. Additionally, MA1 Randolph has com-
pleted numerous Navy schools: Small Arms
Marksmanship Instructor, Security Reaction
Force Advanced, Non-Lethal Weapons In-
structor, Anti-Terrorism Training Supervisor,
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